SACRED HEART SCHOOL

95 West 168th Street

1248 Nelson Avenue

Bronx, New York 10452

Phone: 718-293-4288, 293-6040

Fax: (718) 293-4886

June, 2009

Dear Parents,


As the year draws to a close, I would like to thank you on behalf of the entire staff for the efforts you have made to make our educational partnership a success.  Scientific research have highlighted the fact that children today need to be encouraged, challenged and guided in many ways if they are to truly become well-educated.  The latest research on brain development has shown that IN GENERAL, TELEVISION DOES NOT ENCOURAGE CHILDREN TO THINK.  In addition to too much time spent in front of a television, many children do not reach their full potential in reading because they:

1. Do not read enough outside of the school day (bedtime, rainy afternoons, and long plane/car trips).

2. Do not have a fund of knowledge which they can only gain from conversations with adults (about life, history, dreams), visits to educational places (museums, historic sights, work places), and experiences they need to think and apply their thoughts (chores, organized sports, hobbies, board games, imaginative play). 

3. Do not have an age-appropriate, well developed speaking, reading, or listening vocabulary.  (Speak in full sentences, ask thoughtful questions, and use many words to identify an object or event.  Example: rain, mist, drizzle, downpour.)

Parents who address these learning needs by working to develop these three aspects of learning are giving their children an advantage of great measure. 

This summer, we ask that you take a very active role in keeping your child’s learning during the months school is closed.  New York State requires that all school age children read 25 books per year. The two mandatory books must be read by every student entering grades 1-8.  Students should also select and read at least three additional books. STUDENTS IN GRADES 2 THROUGH 8 WILL BE TESTED ON THE SUMMER READING WHEN THEY RETURN THE FIRST FULL WEEK IN SEPTEMBER. (If your child is not returning, do them the favor of having them do the assignments anyway.)


Children entering Kindergarten learn pre-reading skills by sitting with an adult who reads a story to them with expression and then asks the child his/her opinions as they are reading together. It is important that the story is read many times to a child since this is the way children 3-5 learn – through frequent repetition.  The children should eventually begin to “read along” as they become familiar with the rhyming pattern.  Adults should then follow-up by playing rhyming games that imitate the book.  In addition, they should be able to predict what will happen in the story even before the book has been read to them once. 

Please be an advocate for your child by doing whatever it takes to get them to read frequently and critically. Their future indeed depends on it. Thanks in advance for your hard work and have a great summer!









Sincerely,









Mrs. Rachel Suarez










Mrs. Patricia Maldonado










Ms. Abigail Akano

(La informacion aqui es muy importante. Llamar a la oficina si la necesita en espanol.)

