The Boy In The Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
Choose any TWO of the activities below to complete.
Activities:
1. Research Auschwitz.  Draw a Venn diagram and use it to compare and contrast what you read about Auschwitz with Bruno and Shmuel’s descriptions of it in the novel.  

2. Research the Holocaust.  Make a time line of important events during the Holocaust.  When do you think Bruno’s story might have taken place?

3. This story is told through Bruno’s view of the world.  Pick a part of the story to tell from the point of view of Bruno’s mother, Gretel, or Shmuel.  Consider how the other character would feel and react in those circumstances and what that character might think of Bruno.

4. Bruno tells many stories about his Grandmother and even sends her a letter.  Imagine you are Bruno’s grandmother and received his letter.  Write a letter back to Bruno.

5. This book has no illustrations.  Pick the scene that you think is most important and make an illustration for it.  Consider what mediums and colors might be most appropriate for the book.

6. Many of the characters have surprising lives in their past that we don’t know much about.  Start the story from a different point.  Write about the life of Maria, Pavel, or Shmuel before Bruno meets them.

7. In chapter 18, Shmuel tells Bruno his father is missing.  Bruno offers to ask his father to help find Bruno’s father, but he decides not to.  Imagine that Bruno had asked his father for help and write a scene of dialogue.

8. In the end, Bruno’s mother goes home to Berlin.  Write a letter from Bruno’s mother to his father after she returns home.

9. Write an alternative ending to the book.  How did you imagine the ending?  What other things might have happened to Bruno and Shmuel?
10. Make a new book jacket for the novel.

a. Include a color, detailed cover illustration on the front of the bookjacket
b. Include a book summary on the inside front flap
c. Include an author biography on the back inside flap
d. Include book reviews on the back cover
11. Create a timeline of at least 10 important events in the book.  Illustrate at least half of these events.

