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Summer Reading Assignment – Grade 8

Why do I have to do this?

Just because you are on a break from school for the summer does not mean your brain has to go on vacation! Reading a novel is a great way to keep your brain in shape while away from school so you don’t lose the mental muscle you built up last year.
The Boy in the Stripped Pajamas Extension Activities

Choose any TWO of the following:

1. Define the following literary styles and give examples: a fable, an allegory, and a proverb.  How might this story fit into each genre?

2. Design/write a graphic novel depicting the story of The Boy in the Striped Pajamas. A graphic novel is a type of comic book usually with a lengthy and complex story line.  

3. Design costumes for Father, Mother, Bruno, Gretel, Maria, Lars, Grandmother, and Fury in period dress.  Costume designs must be complete in detail, including colorization and labeling.  Some type of display must be included. 

4. Pick another book, movie, poem, etc. that centers on the theme of friendship and /or injustice and compare the two using a visual representation such as a chart, Venn diagram, table.

5. Design a detailed billboard like poster advertising the book.  Include three or more characters, quotations, scenes or moments that would entice others to read this book.

6. Compose a front page of a newspaper that depicts four events in the story using Microsoft publisher or other publishing software.  Include headlines, graphics and any other content that one might find on the front page of a newspaper.  

7. Describe how Bruno or Gretel would react to life in 2008.  Write seven journal entries as your character travels through a week of experiences in 2008.  Each journal entry should be one page in length, be bound into a booklet and have an attractive cover.  

8. Explain what lesson is learned in The Boy in the Striped Pajamas and write a modern-day fable that illustrates this same lesson
The Road to Memphis Extension Activities

Choose ONE of the following:

1. The white characters are not the only people in the novel who are guilty of prejudice.  Discuss the degree to which the following individuals might be described as prejudiced: Cassie, Stacey, Clarence, Sissy, Solomon Bradley, and David Logan.
2. What is the theme of this novel? To answer this question completely, you must 
address the following in your answer:

· State the theme of the novel.

· Explain what the theme means.

· What happened in the novel to show this theme?

· Use specific examples from the book to support your answer.

3. When a new book is published it is reviewed by critics.  The critics give their opinion and tell what they liked and disliked about the book, and comment on such things as writing style, plot and characterization.  They also suggest the type of reader who would enjoy the book.  Pretend you are a critic and write a review of The Road to Memphis.  Remember to justify your opinions by giving your reasons for your comments.
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