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Summer Reading Assignment – Grade 7

Why do I have to do this?

Just because you are on a break from school for the summer does not mean your brain has to go on vacation! Reading a novel is a great way to keep your brain in shape while away from school so you don’t lose the mental muscle you built up last year.
Elijah of Buxton Extension Activities
Choose any TWO of the following:
1. Elijah attends the circus with the Preacher and describes it as one of the most exciting nights of his life.  The poster advertising the circus says, Sir Charles M. Vaughn and His World Renowned Carnival of Oddities.  On poster board, complete a series of captioned illustrations of what Elijah sees at the circus. 

2. Write a letter that Elijah Freeman might write to Frederick Douglass relating his experience as the youngest conductor on the Underground Railroad.  Explain how this journey changes Elijah's life.  Be sure to use very specific details (about 7-10) from the book to support your writing.  Minimum 350 words.
3. Turn one of your favorite scenes from Elijah of Buxton into a short one act play.  Use the dialogue in the book to create a script that you can read with a few classmates.  Find or make simple props and scenery to make your scene come to life.  Be prepared to stage this play if called upon.  

4. Create an album of illustrations that show the important people, places, and objects in the fictional Buxton.  Sketch “snapshots” of characters, scenes, and images that were memorable for you and arrange them in a booklet.  Compose captions that explain what each illustration shows.

5. When a new book is published it is reviewed by critics.  The critics give their opinion and tell what they liked and disliked about the book, and comment on such things as writing style, plot and characterization.  They also suggest the type of reader who would enjoy the book.  Pretend you are a critic and write a review of Elijah of Buxton.  Remember to justify your opinions by giving your reasons for your comments.

6. Elijah and Cooter must have had many adventures while growing up in Buxton.  Write another adventure for the two boys.  You may want to introduce some new characters as well as those mentioned in the novel Elijah of Buxton.  Some research may be necessary to make sure that your story is historically accurate with regard to time and place.  You may add illustrations to your story if you wish.  Consider doing this on an accordion foldable.

Song of the Magdalene Extension Activities

Choose any ONE of the following:
1. The cover illustration shows Rosetti's famous painting of Persephone, the goddess who was doomed to marry Hades, King of the Underworld. Read the legend of Persephone and then discuss the parallels between Persephone and Miriam. What do you think re the major similarities and differences between them?
2. When a new book is published it is reviewed by critics.  The critics give their opinion and tell what they liked and disliked about the book, and comment on such things as writing style, plot and characterization.  They also suggest the type of reader who would enjoy the book.  Pretend you are a critic and write a review of Song of the Magdalene.  Remember to justify your opinions by giving your reasons for your comments.
3. Conflict against society, conflict again other individuals, and conflict within one’s self are all major elements of this novel.  Give examples of each type of conflict.  Which conflict most shapes Miriam in becoming the person she eventually became? Discuss her struggles to reconcile this conflict. 
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